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CONTRACT  AND  ORGANIZATION 

OF  THE 

Central  Traffic  Association. 


GENERAL  CONDITIONS, 

Applicable  to  both  Freight  and  Passenger  Traffics. 


Article  I. — The  Railroad  Companies,  parties  hereto,  oper- 
ating.lines  west  of  the  western  termini  of  the  Trunk  Lines  and 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  north  of  the  Ohio  river, 
hereby  associate  themselves  in  an  organization,  which  shall  be 
known  and  designated  as  the  Central  Traffic  Association  ; 
and,  to  define  and  enforce  the  purpose  and  procedure  thereof, 
each  party  hereto  hereby  agrees  with  each  and  all  the  other 
parties  hereto  as  follows  : 

Article  II. — That  other  carrying  companies  whose  cooper- 
ation may  be  necessary  or  desirable  in  either  or  both  freight 
and  passenger  traffic  may  become  parties  hereto  upon  the 
consent  of  the  lines  in  this  organization,  provided  such  new 
parties  sign  and  abide  by  this  agreement. 

Article  III. — That  the  primary  objects  of  this  Association 
are  : 

1.  To  make,  publish  and  maintain,  and  cooperate  with 
other  similar  organizations  to  make  uniform  and  reasonable 
freight  rates  and  passenger  fares. 

2.  To  distribute  competitive  tonnage  and  passenger  traffic, 
and  the  gross  revenues  derived  therefrom,  fairly  among  the 
parties  hereto  and  their  connecting  lines. 
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3.  To  reduce  the  expenses  of  conducting  said  traffics. 

4.  To  prevent  unjust  discriminations  between  localities  and 
individuals  and  the  evils  and  losses  resulting  from  fluctuating 
and  preferential  charges  for  like  and  cotemporaneous  services. 

Article  IV.  -To  severally  and  jointly  observe,  maintain 
and  enforce  this  contract,  and  further  contracts,  articles,  rules 
and  regulations  from  time  to  time  authorized,  agreed  or  arbi- 
trated in  pursuance  or  furtherance  hereof. 

Article  V.— That  the  business  to  be  included  in  and  super- 
vised by  this  organization  is  : 

1.  The  competitive  dead  freight,  live  stock  and  passenger 
traffics,  coming  from  beyond  or  originating  at  or  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  which  passes  to  or  through  the  junctions 
of  any  of  the  parties  hereto  with  the  Trunk  Lines  proper,  and 

vice  verm. 

,2.  Other  traffics  or  the  same  traffics  applied  to  other  points 
or  districts  may  be  from  time  to  time  included  within  the 
purview  of  this  organization,  in  which  event  it  shall  be  then 
governed  by  all  and  singular  the  conditions  hereof.  If  other 
organizations,  having  like  purposes,  control  said  traffics  in  the 
westerly  portion  of  the  said  'territory,  this  organization  shall 
take  cognizance  of  them  at  and  from  the  easterly  limits  of 
such  other  organizations,  it  being  desirable  that  they  cooperate 
for  the  general  benefit. 

3.  For  both  the  freight  and  passenger  purposes  of  this  con- 
tract, it  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  eastern  termini  of  the 
parties  hereto  as  to  freight  are  as  follows : Toronto,  Clifton, 
Suspension  Bridge,  Niagara  Falls,  Tonawanda,  Fort  Erie, 
Black  Rock,  Buffalo,  East  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Junction,  Genesee 
Junction,  Salamanca,  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny,  Bellaire,  Wheel- 
ing, Parkersburg,  Ashland,  Huntington  and  Charleston. 

Article  VI. — That  separate  contracts  shall  be  made  covering 
the  requisite'local  details  of  each  freight  and  passenger  division 
based  upon  the  principle  that  each  line  secure  and  carry  its  allot- 
ments, and  that  no  compensation  shall  be  allowed  for  carrying 
excess  of  freight  or  passengers  over  the  agreed  or  awarded 
shares  of  each.  Temporary  settlements  of  balances  accruing 
under  said  contracts  shall  be  made  monthly,  upon  the  state- 
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merits  of  the  Commissioner,  but  final  or  bi-monthly  settlements 
shall  be  made  at  the  close  of  each  second  month. 

Article  VII.  — As  the  successful  fulfillment  hereof  depends 
upon  the  good  faith  of  the  parties  to  it,  they  hereby  jointly  and 
severally  pledge  themselves  to  charge,  collect,  retain  and 
maintain  agreed  and  established  rates  and  fares,  and  observe 
and  enforce  the  rules  and  conditions,  as  from  time  to  time 
adopted,  as  shown  in  the  several  tariffs  and  publications 
and  in  the  rulings  of  the  Commissioner  and  the  decisions 
of  the  Arbitrator  or  Arbitrators,  on  all  freight  and  passenger 
traffic  originating  or  terminating  on,  or  passing  over  their 
lines.  To  this  end  the  parties  hereto  will  not  reduce  the 
established  or  agreed  tariffs  of  rates  or  fares,  or  depart 
from  the  said  rules  on  the  plea  that  another  competing 
company  which  is  or  is  not  a party  hereto,  has  made  re- 
ductions or  practiced  unauthorized  methods;  but  such  cases 
shall  be  reported  through  the  Commissioner  for  immediate 
and  requisite  action. 

Article  VIII. — That  all  action  requiring  concert  shall  be 
taken  jointly  by  the  parties  hereto,  or  jointly  by  those  directly 
interested.  No  party  hereto  shall  take  separate  action  affecting 
the  interests  of  one  or  more  of  the  other  parties  hereto,  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  and  intent  hereof,  unless  it  may  devolve 
upon  one  party  hereto  to  act  to  protect  itself,  or  itself  and 
others,  in  which  event  it  will  first  confer  and  then  act  promptly 
for  the  general  good. 

Article  IX. — That  the  rates  and  fares  east-bound  within 
the  territory  of  this  organization  shall  be  made  by  it  and  be 
issued  by  its  authority  and  officers  between  points  within  its 
jurisdiction.  Through  rates  and  fares  between  points  in  the 
said  territory  and  points  in  the  territories  of  other  similar 
organizations  shall  be  made  by  cooperation  and  issued  by  the 
authority  of  this  Association  in  its  territory. 

Article  X.- — To  require  any  and  all  railways  with  which 
they  connect,  and  which  use  their  lines  or  any  part  thereof,  in 
the  routes  of  through  traffic  from  or  through  territory  of  the 
Association  or  elsewhere,  to  observe  and  maintain  all  and  sin- 
gular the  conditions,  rates,  rules  and  requirements  of  this  con- 
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tract,  and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  or  Arbitrator  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  which  are  applicable  thereto,  the  same  in 
all  respects  as  if  said  connecting  railways  were  original  parties 
to  this  agreement. 

Article  XI. — To  enter  jointly  into  arrangements  with  their 
immediate  and  indirect  connecting  roads  west  of  the  Trunk 
Lines  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  through  rates 
and  fares  to  and  from  points  on  and  via  their  several  lines,  and 
for  the  distribution  of  their  traffics  among  the  parties  hereto. 

Article  XII. — Not  to  continue  or  become  parties  to  freight 
or  passenger  traffic  arrangements  with  any  of  said  connecting 
lines  which  decline  or  fail  to  cooperate  with  them  and  the 
Trunk  Lines  in  their  joint  and  several  contracts  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid.  By  said  traffic  arrangements  are  meant  the  issuance 
or  honoring  of  joint  or  through  bills  of  lading,  way  bills  or  tick- 
ets, the  interchange  of  through  freight  or  passenger  cars,  col- 
lecting and  advancing  freight  charges  or  passenger  fares,  or 
participating,  except  at  local  rates  in  through  rates  or  fares, 
upon  any  traffic  covered  hereby. 

Article  XIII. — That  in  so  far  as  traffic  from  railways  not 
parties  hereto,  which  connect  with  one  or  more  lines  in  the  or- 
ganization, affects  the  interests  of  any  two  or  more  of  the  par- 
ties hereto,  it  shall  be  acted  upon  jointly  within  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  this  contract,  and  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the 
parties  to  it. 

Article  XIY. — That  if  any  railway  at  a point  where  a 
division  of  freight  or  passenger  traffic  is  deemed  necessary,  by 
a vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Association,  refuses  after  such  vote 
to  become  a party  thereto,  and  action  should  then  become 
requisite  in  order  to  protect  the  parties  hereto,  or  any  of  them, 
the  parties  hereto  who  are  interested  therein  shall  act  jointly 
in  determining  the  relations  of  such  connecting  road  to  this 
organization,  and  shall  invite  the  cooperation  of  the  Trunk 
lines  in  any  farther  protection  this  organization  or  the  injured 
railways  may  then  require. 

Article  XV. — To  communicate  to  their  connections  not 
parties  hereto,  the  foregoing  and  other  pertinent  conditions  of 
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this  agreement,  as  those  upon  which  they  will  alone  con- 
tinue joint  and  connecting  traffic  arrangements,  and  to  farther 
require  their  written  consent  thereto,  in  uniform  and  agreed 
form,  the  same  when  so  signed  and  delivered  to  be  filed 
herewith. 

Article  XVI. — Section  1.  That  the  practical  working  ar- 
rangements, percentages,  through  rates  and  freight  lines  of  the 
parties  hereto  from  and  to  points  east  of  the  Trunk  Line  wes- 
tern termini,  shall  be  operative  as  far  as  they  can  be  legally 
made  so,  only  via  the  routes  of  the  lines  that  may  from  time 
to  time  be  parties  to  the  Trunk  Line  agreements,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  Trunk  Lines  in  turn  make  their  similar 
arrangements  from  and  to  western  points  west  of  their  western 
termini,  preferentially  with  the  western  railways  in  the  Cen- 
tral Traffic  Association,  which  operate  eastward  ly  via  the  said 
contracting  Trunk  Lines. 

Section  2.  The  parties  hereto  agree  to  assist  in  equalizing 
the  agreed  tonnage  or  passenger  divisions  between  the  Trunk 
Lines,  and  for  that  purpose  they  will  carry  out  the  directions 
of  the  Trunk  Line  Commissioner,  which  are  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  agreement,  and  which  are  commu- 
nicated through  the  Commissioner  of  this  Association  so  far  as 
they  legally  may  and  practically  can. 

Article  XVII. — If  a violation  of  agreed  tariffs  of  rates  or 
fares  or  rules  becomes  known  to  any  party  hereto,  it  shall  at 
once  notify  the  Commissioner,  who  shall  communicate  the 
charges  to  the  railways  in  the  route  over  which  the  traffic  is  to 
be  forwarded,  and  the  initial  and  secondary  railways  in  said 
line  shall  at  once  investigate  the  acts  of  the  agents  concerned 
on  the  first  or  connecting  railways  or  fast  freight  lines  or 
passenger  routes,  and  if  the  charges  are  found  correct  by  any 
party,  it  shall  take  immediate  measures  to  remove  the  cause  of 
complaint,  and  report  the  facts  and  action  taken,  through  the 
Commissioner  to  the  Managers,  who,  if  necessary,  shall  at  once 
be  called  together  to  take  joint  action  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
tract or  contracts  or  rules  relating  thereto* 

Article  XVIII. — If  the  cause  of  complain  iris  not  removed 
within  a week  from  the  time  complaint  is  made,  or  if  any 
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party  hereto  neglects  or  refuses  to  take  prompt  and  adequate 
action  thereon,  as  provided  herein,  the  Commissioner  shall  at 
once  call  a meeting  of  the  Managers  to  take  such  action  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enforce  this  contract. 

Article  XIX  — Pending  the  Managers’  action,  complaining 
parties  shall  not  meet  alleged  reductions  in  rates  Qr  fares  or  take 
any  separate  action  whatsoever  in  violation  hereof,  but  all  ac- 
tion necessary  to  protect  the  parties  hereto,  shall  be  taken 
jointly,  and  under  the  instructions  of  the  Managers. 

Article  XX. — All  reports  or  statements  authorized  by  the 
Association  or  its  committees,  or  by  any  agreement  for  division 
of  business  between  its  members  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
made  to  the  Commissioner  in  accordance  with  his  detailed 
directions,  and  the  correctness  of  such  reports  and  statements 
shall  be  certified  by  the  auditor  of  each  line  or  company,  in 
such  form  as  he  may  require. 

Article  XXI. — Until  otherwise  provided,  all  statistics  of 
the  tonnage  and  revenue  of  this  organization,  other  than  those 
required  by  its  Commissioner  to  check,  verify  and  adjust  its 
accounts  with  the  Trunk  Lines,  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of 
this  Association  at  Chicago. 

Article  XXII.- — All  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, of  whatever  nature,  shall  be  open  for  the  authorized 
examination  of  the  auditors  of  the  several  lines  or  companies, 
upon  their  request,  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  warrant 
the  removal  from  his  office  of  any  of  his  books  or  papers. 

Article  XXIII. — The  expenses  of  this  Association  shall  be 
supervised  by  the  Commissioner,  and  shall  be  borne  by  the 
parties  hereto  in  proportion  to  the  gross  revenue  derived  by 
each  from  the  traffic  covered  hereby,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, provided  that  the  expenses  of  each  joint  agency  shall 
be  borne  by  the  constituent  parties  thereto  in  the  proportion 
of  their  agreed  or  awarded  percentages. 

Article  XXIY. — A fund  of  $ — — . — shall  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  from  which  he  shall  defray 
current  expenses.  His  expenditures  therefrom  shall  be  rein- 
bursed  to  him  monthly  on  proper  vouchers.  The  proportion 
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of  this  deposit  due  from  each  party  hereto  shall  be  assessed 
on  the  basis  of  earnings  aforesaid  as  nearly  as  ascertainable. 

Article  XXY. — That  all  controversies  arising  from  efforts 
to  agree  on  percentages  for  the  division  of  any  class  of  traffic, 
all  differences  which  may  arise  during  the  life  of  this  contract, 
and  all  disagreements  of  whatsoever  nature  growing  out  of,  or 
relating  to  this  contract,  or  the  traffic  carried  thereunder  or 
affected  thereby,  on  which  two  or  more  parties  hereto  cannot 
agree,  shall  be  determined  by  arbitration  in  manner  following  : 

Article  XXVI. — When  a question  arises  under  this  con- 
tract upon  which  the  parties  hereto  disagree,  an  arbitrator 
shall  be  appointed  to  decide  the  same,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  various  committees  and  parties, 
when  so  desired  by  any  party  to  the  question  involved,  and  to 
inform  himself  as  to  the  facts  and  questions  he  may  be  called 
to  adjudicate. 

If  the  parties  in  interest  in  any  arbitrated  question,  or  any 
of  them,  desire  three  arbitrators,  the  two  additional  arbitrators 
shall  be  selected  by  agreement  of  all  the  parties  directly  inter- 
ested. Should  they  fail  to  agree  upon  an  arbitrator  or  arbitra- 
tors within  ten  days  after  notice  is  given  of  an  appeal  to 
arbitration,  they  shall  then  be  selected  as  follows  : The 
Commissioner  of  the  Trunk  Lines  and  the  Commissioner  of 
tins  Association  shall  jointly  name  the  first  arbitrator.  In  cases 
where  two  additional  arbitrators  are  required,  if,  within  five 
days  after  the  appointment  of  the  first  arbitrator,  as  aforesaid, 
the  parties  hereto  do  not  agree  upon  said  other  two  arbitrators, 
the  Commissioner  of  this  Association  and  the  first  arbitrator 
shall  then  appoint  them. 

All  cases  shall  first  be  presented  to  the  arbitrator  or  arbi- 
trators in  writing.  He  or  they  shall  then  advise  the  parties  if 
they  desire  further  written  statements,  or  an  oral  hearing  or 
hearings,  and  such  appointed  oral  hearing  shall  be  the  final 
presentation  of  the  case  unless  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators 
desire  otherwise. 

Article  XXYII.  — Before  any  question  is  submitted  to  arbi- 
tration, a final  meeting  of  the  interested  parties  ’shall  be  held 
to  endeavor  to  agree  hereon.  If  no  agreement  be  then  reached, 


and  the  arguments  and  facts  then  submitted  are  thought  by  the 
interested  parties,  and  by  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators,  suffi- 
cient for  a decision,  said  decision  shall  be  rendered  upon  such 
facts  within  the  fifteen  days  next  ensuing.  Such  final  meeting 
may  be  waived  by  a vote  of  all  the  parties  primarily  interested. 

Article  XXY1II. — If  thought  necessary  by  any  party  here- 
to, or  by  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators  to  have  additional  facts 
and  arguments  submitted,  they  shall  be  laid  before  the  arbi- 
trator or  arbitrators  within  ten  days  from  said  meeting,  except 
where  their  preparation  may  require  additional  time,  which 
time  shall  be  determined  by  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators. 
Within  fifteen  days  from  the  submission  of  such  final  argu- 
ments and  facts  a decision  shall  be  rendered. 

Article  XXIX  —If  it  can  be  shown  to  the  arbitrator  or  arbi- 
trators, within  five  days  after  a decision  is  rendered,  that  facts 
which  should  have  had  a material  (bearing  thereon  were  not 
fully  considered,  or  were  not  submitted  at  the  first  hearing,  the 
case  shall  be  immediately  re-opened,  and  the  grounds  for  such 
re-opening  communicated  by  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators  to  all 
parties  thereto,  with  the  arguments  of  the  dissenting  party  or 
parties,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  original  decision.  A re- 
hearing shall  be  had  within  ten  days  thereafter,  at  which  shall 
be  submitted  only  arguments  and  facts  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tions raised  by  the  dissenting  party  or  parties,  and  the  arbi- 
trator or  arbitrators  shall  then  either  reaffirm  or  modify  the 
previous  decision,  and  this  shall  be  final. 

Article  XXX. — All  awards  of  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators 
shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  from  and  after  the  date  of  sub- 
mission, if  there  be  no  objection  and  no  other  date  is  agreed  to 
when  the  case  is  submitted  ; but  in  case  any  party  objects  tb 
such  date,  and  the  parties  are  unable  to  agree,  then  the  arbitrator 
or  arbitrators  shall  fix  the  dates  when  decisions  shall  go  into 
effect. 

Pending  the  final  award  upon  any  question  submitted  to 
arbitration,  the  commissioner  shall  proceed  in  the  interim  ac- 
cording to  any  existing  contract,  agreement,  award,  rule  or 
ruling,  which  would  govern  the  same  question  if  not  so  sub- 
mitted. 
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All  arbitrations  shall  proceed  subject  to  any  contracts  or 
agreements  in  effect  between  the  parties  and  the  then  existing 
rules  of  this  association  made  in  pursuance  hereof. 

Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  summary 
settlement  of  any  matter  relating  to  a division  of  business  by  a 
decision  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner  whenever  the  parties 
interested  shall  so  agree. 

Article  XXXI. — Any  party  hereto  may  ask  for  a re-division 
of  freight  or  passenger,  or  both  traffics,  at  any  time,  and  such 
application  shall  be  promptly  considered  by  the  parties  thereto. 
Failing  agreement,  it  shall  be  arbitrated  in  manner  foregoing. 

FREIGHT  CONDITIONS. 

Article  XXXII. — Section  1.  That  sectional  or  group 
divisions  of  freight  traffic  shall  be  formed  as  rapidly  as  practic- 
able, as  follows  : At  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Peoria,  St.  Louis, 
Cincinnati,  Indianapolis,  Louisville,  Toledo,  Detroit,  Sandusky 
and  Cleveland,  also  at  such  other  point  or  points  as  may  be 
requisite  to  protect  said  points  agreed  upon. 

The  tonnage  reported  and  divided  from  said  or  other  points 
shall  embrace  that  sent  from  and  via  intermediate  junctions,  so 
that  no  through  business  shall  pass  which  is  not  included  in 
some  of  the  compacts  named,  or  in  an  independent  group  as  a 
majority  in  direct  first  interest  shall  decide. 

Sec.  2.  That  said  traffic  divisions  shall  uniformly  include 
all  live-stock  and  dressed  meats  consigned  to  any  and  all 
points  east  of  the  initial  points  of  tonnage  division,  and  all 
dead  freight  consigned  to  points  beyond  but  not  including  those 
upon  a line  drawn  from  Buffalo  to  Pittsburgh,  via  and  through 
Jamestown,  Corry,  Titusville,  Oil  City,  Franklin,  Foxburgh, 
Red  Bank  and  Butler  Junction  ; except  that  no  dead  freights 
consigned  to  the  local  stations  of  the  parties  hereto,  upon  their 
own  lines  or  their  connections,  west  of  the  Trunk  Line  termini, 
shall  be  reported  in  the  dead  freight  tonnage  contracts. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  initial  lines  in  each  and  all  said  groups 
shall  report  and  account  for  the  full  proportion  of  all  rates  and 
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fares  accruing  upon  all  freight  controlled  or  contracted  for  and 
carried  by  them  from  each  such  initial  point,  and  destined  to 
or  through  the  western  termini  of  the  Trunk  Lines. 

Sec.  4.  That  if  any  party  hereto  uses  lines  other  than  its 
own  to  make  up  the  percentages  of  the  rates  to  New  York 
agreed  to  be  reported  and  divided,  then,  in  the  settlement  of 
money  balances  therefor  it  will  pay  and  receive  both  for  itself 
and  such  of  its  connections  as  are  so  used.  Failing  such 
agreement  between  initial  and  connecting  roads,  direct  settle- 
ments may  be  made  by  the  Commissioner  with  each  of  such 
railways  for  their  respective  proportions  to  be  paid  or  received. 

Article  XXXIII. — Traffic  destined  to  or  beyond  the  above 
eastward  terminal  points  and  line,  which  is  delivered  by  any 
railway  not  a party  to  this  agreement  to  any  party  or  parties 
hereto,  at  track  junctions  within  the  initial  territory  as  defined 
by  the  several  local  contracts  where  traffic  divisions  may  or  do 
exist,  and  which  traffic  is  transported  thence  by  the  parties 
hereto,  or  any  of  them,  over  the  whole  or  any  part  of  their 
several  routes,  to  the  aforesaid  eastward  termini  and  line,  upon 
trackage,  car-load  or  other  special  terms  with  any  connecting 
lines  therefrom  or  thereto,  shall  be  charged  to,  accounted  for 
and  reported  by  the  parties  to  each  contract,  or  any  of  them, 
in  all  respects  as  if  it  were  tonnage  received  at  their  own 
stations  at  contracting  points,  and  for  whatever  portion  of  its 
lines  as  may  be  used.  * 

Article  XXXIV. — As  far  as  practicable  the  gross  tonnages 
of  each  class,  and  the  revenues  derived  therefrom,  shall  be 
distributed  in  accordance  with  the  agreed  or  arbitrated  per- 
centages governing  at  each  point  where  traffic  divisions  pre- 
vail. For  that  purpose  the  Commissioner  shall,  at  the  end  of 
each  month,  or  more  frequently  if  desired,  report  to  each  com- 
pany the  tonnage  carried  by  each  and  all  of  them  in  each 
division  and  class,  and  shall  show  the  balances  due  in  each 
division  and  class  to  or  from  each  company,  and  he  shall  give 
directions  for  equalizing  the  same.  As  far  as  practicable,  each 
and  every  party  hereto  hereby  covenants  to  comply  promptly 
with  such  orders  and  to  carry  its  allotted  share  of  tonnage  at 
the  established  or  agreed  rates. 
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Article  XXX Y. — Section  1.  Excess  tonnage  balances 
shall  be  delivered  to  roads  in  deficit  upon  the  Commissioner’s 
orders  within  the  bi-monthly  period  allowed  therefor.  Only 
said  two  months  shall  be  allowed  in  which  to  equalize  tonnage 
balances  by  tonnage  deliveries.  Each  initial  road  in  excess 
under  such  agreements  agrees  to  use  every  legitimate  effort  to 
reduce  its  excess  within  the  said  period  by  the  actual  transfer 
of  the  requisite  tonnage  of  the  proper  class  to  the  roads  in 
deficit,  if  the  tonnage  balances  cannot  be  otherwise  equalized. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  the  agreed  or  tariff  rates  of  this  Associa- 
tion are  advanced  or  reduced,  the  roads  in  excess  agree  to 
tender,  and  those  in  deficit  agree  to  accept  the  greater  or  less 
number  of  tons  at  reduced  or  advance  rates,  requisite  to 
equalize  the  agreed  gross  earnings  of  the  parties  in  each  class, 
at  the  percentage  thereof  to  which  the  parties  are  respectively 
entitled,  without  computing  assumed  transportation  cost,  and 
without  converting  classes  into  equated  or  equivalent  balances 
of  tonnage  in  other  classes. 

Sec.  3.  With  the  assent  of  the  parties  in  interest,  or  if  the 
Commissioner  deems  it  impracticable  to  adjust  tonnage 
balances  by  classes,  balances  may  be  equalized  in  other  classes 
on  such  basis  as  may  be  agreed  upon  or  determined  by  the 
Commissioner  in  case  of  disagreement. 

Article  XXX  YI. — At  the  close  of  each  month  the  Commis- 
sioner shall  ascertain  the  gross  money  freight  balances  at 
contracted  points  by  computations  as  follows,  which  shall  be 
furnished  the  parties  as  soon  as  stated  : He  shall  charge  to  and 
collect  from  the  roads  in  excess  thereat  the  agreed  per  cent  of 
the  gross  established  tariff  rates  therefrom  to  New  York  upon 
each  party’s  excess  in  each  class.  The  Commissioner’s  drafts 
therefor,  at  one  day’s  sight,  accompanied  by  the  statements 
supporting  the  same  shall  be  promptly  honored.  The 
proceeds  thereof  shall  be  deposited  in  a national  bank  to  be 
designated  by  the  committee  at  each  contract  point,  and  made 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  Commissioner  acting  as  trustee  for 
the  parties  hereto,  and  he  shall  disburse  them  only  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  of  this  agreement. 
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Article  XXXYII. — At  the  close  of  each  second  month, 
commencing  with  January,  the  Commissioner  shall  make  final 
settlements  of  the  tonnage  traffic  of  two  months  grouped  as 
one,  and  shall  then  return  to  each  company  such  part  of  its 
deposits  for  the  first  of  said  two  months  as  it  may  be  found 
entitled  to  by  transfers  or  reductions  of  tonnage  during  the 
two  months  allowed  therefor,  and  collect  and  pay  over  the 
balances  due  from  excess  roads  requisite  to  make  said  final 
settlements  with  deficit  roads  except  as  to  any  retroactive  arbi- 
tration or  discovered  errors  affecting  the  same.  The  latter 
may  be  corrected  in  the  bi-monthly  settlement  following,  if  not 
discovered  and  corrected  earlier  : 

Article  XXXVIII. — If  any  party  hereto  uses  other  lines 
from  any  point  to  make  up  its  agreed  per  cent  of  the  gross 
earnings  divided  it  will  pay  and  receive  both  for  itself  and  its 
participating  connections,  provided  that  failing  agreement,  as 
to  the  proportions  in  which  said  excesses  and  deficits  shall  be 
divided  between  initial  roads  and  their  connections,  or 
between  different  connections,  the  Commissioner  shall  decide 
and  arrange  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  any  amounts 
that  should  be  shared  by  the  connections  of  the  parties  hereto. 

Article  XXXIX.  — Two  or  more  companies  may  make 
settlements  other  than  as  provided  herein  if  they  so  mutually 
desire  and  agree,  provided  they  do  not  thereby  affect  the  rights 
or  interests  of  other  parties,  and  that  they  advise  the  Com- 
missioner fully  and  promptly  of  the  same. 

Article  XL. — Should  any  road  in  excess  tender  tonnage  to 
a road  in  deficit  and  the  latter  refuse  or  be  unable  to  receive 
the  same,  or  should  any  company  refuse  or  be  unable  to  carry 
its  allotment,  such  company,  during  such  refusal  or  inability, 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  greater  amount  of  tonnage,  or 
revenue  accruing  therefrom,  than  the  amount  it  actually  car- 
ried, and  the  other  companies  from  the  same  contract  point 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  tonnage  and  the  accruing  revenue,  ac- 
cording to  their  several  allotted  percentages. 

Article  XLI. — If  a company  in  excess  offers  tonnage  to  a 
company  in  deficit  which  refuses  or  is  unable  to  receive  the 
same,  the  tendering  company  shall  keep  a written  record  of  its 
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tenders,  and  the  company  to  which  tonnage  is  tendered  shall 
acknowledge  the  receipt  thereof,  and  state  the  reasons  for  its 
refusal.  Originals  or  certified  copies  of  such  tenders,  refusals, 
and  reasons  shall  be  sent  to  the  Commissioner,  to  guide  him  in 
adjusting  tonnage  and  revenue  balances  at  each  point. 

Article  XLII. — When  property  is  transferred  from  com- 
panies in  excess  to  those  in  deficit,  the  actual  transporting  line 
shall  assume  the  responsibilities,  and  be  entitled  to  the  exemp- 
tions of  the  first  intended  carrier.  Loss  or  damage  to  such 
property,  for  which  the  carrying  company  wTould  not  be  legally 
liable,  except  for  such  transfer  to  it,  shall  be  borne  by  the 
parties  to  the  local  tonnage  agreement  according  to  the  per- 
centages then  allotted  to  them  in  the  division  of  like  traffic. 

. Article  XLIII. — Tonnage  transferred  from  one  party  to 
another  for  purposes  of  equalization  shall  be  governed  by  the 
following  general  rules,  but  the  local  parties  to  tonnage  divi- 
sions may  make  any  further  rules  growing  out  of  local  con- 
ditions which  are  not  inconsistent  herewith. 

Section  1.  When  requisite  to  equalize  by  forwarding  ton- 
nage via  the  route  of  one  party,  which  was  received  and  loaded 
by  another,  the  parties  may  agree  as  to  how  the  cost  and  ex- 
penses of  delivery  from  roads  over  to  those  short  shall  be 
divided.  If  they  disagree,  or  in  the  absence  of  any  agreement, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  roads  in  deficit  to  send  empty  cars  and 
to  take  freights  from  the  junction  stations  of  roads  over  within 
the  city’s  contract  limits  ; and  roads  in  deficit  shall  pay  only 
the  actual  cost  and  expense  of  loading  at  the  station  of  the 
first  receiving  carrier,  transfers  from  car  to  car,  and  the  use 
of  the  tracks  and  facilities  of  connecting  or  other  railways  not 
parties  hereto.  If  any  expense  is  incurred  in  making  agreed 
deliveries  at  destination  points  the  same  shall  in  like  manner 
be  borne  by  the  second  carrier. 

Sec.  2.  When  freight  is  transferred  as  above,  the  bill  of 
lading  of  the  first  intended  carrier  shall  govern  the  legal  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  parties  ; but,  if  no  legal  obstacles  prevent, 
such  traffic  maybe  sent  to  destinations  by  routes  to  be  selected 
by  the  carrying  companies. 
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Sec.  3.  It’  found  practicable  to  use  perishable  freights  for 
equalization,  and  the  same  have  been  loaded  by  the  first  in- 
tended carrier  in  cars  especially  provided  or  adapted  therefor, 
the  same  cars  shall  go  through  without  transfer  as  if  sent  via 
the  first  intended  route,  and  the  actual  carrying  line  shall  pay 
the  customary  freight-car  mileage  upon  such  cars  in  both 
directions,  and  return  the  cars  to  the  party  aforesaid,  at  the 
point  where  the  same  were  received. 

Sec.  4.  Other  than  perishable  freights  may  be  transferred 
from  car  to  car  at  starting  points  by  the  party  hereto  to  which 
the  same  are  tendered  ; but,  if  sent  forward  in  the  cars  of  the 
tendering  company,  the  customary  mileage  for  both  directions 
shall  be  paid  by  the  company  running  the  cars. 

Sec.  5.  When  a party  to  a contract  for  a division  of  tonnage 
is  in  excess,  and  tenders  tonnage  delivered  to  it  by  its  connec- 
tions, at  through  rates,  to  a road  in  deficit  in  equalization,  the 
latter  shall  accept  the  divisions  of  the  through  rates  which 
would  have  been  charged  by  the  first  intended  carrier  from  the 
contract  point. 

Article  XLIY. — Sec  1.  When  diversions  are  ordered  on 
the  assumption  that  a rate  has  been  cut,  it  is  to  defeat  the  cut 
rate  and  to  deprive  the  cutting  road  of  freight  thus  secured,  but 
not  to  relieve  it  from  its  contract  rate  to  the  forwarder,  and  in 
no  such  event  shall  the  second  carrier  protect  the  reduced  con- 
tract rate  in  any  manner. 

Sec.  2.  Freight  diverted  on  the  last  day  of  any  month,  and 
not  forwarded  by  the  receiving  road  until  the  succeeding 
month,  shall  be  waybilled  as  of  the  month  in  which  it  was 
diverted,  so  that  it  may  be  reported  and  credited  to  the  first 
and  charged  to  the  second  carrier  in  the  same  month. 

Article  XLV. — In  formulating  percentages  above  or  below 
the  Chicago  standard  and  unit,  as  a basis  for  making  rates,  the 
shortest  available  and  workable  routes  shall  be  observed  as  a 
general  rule,  yet  with  due  regard  to  the  adjustment  of  relative 
percentages  at  different  yet  adjacent  points,  where,  because  of 
varying  distances  from  each  via  different  routes,  this  fixed  rule 
might  work  inequitably.  No  party  hereto  shall  make  any  rate 
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on  any  basis  other  than  as  so,  or  otherwise,  properly  and 
authoritatively  authorized.  The  divisions  of  rates  with  con- 
necting carriers  shall  be  the  proper  subject  of  agreement  or 
arbitration  hereunder  in  order  that  no  company  may  offer  or 
receive  preferential  or  excessive  inducements  for  the  control 
of  traffic. 

Article  XLYI.  — All  railroad  or  railway  companies,  which 
receive  competitive  traffic  at  any  junction  or  crossing  east  of 
the  initial  contract  point,  from  any  railroad  which  is  or  is  not  a 
party  to  a traffic  contract  or  contracts  covered  by  this  Associa- 
tion, shall  report  such  traffic  as  fully  to  the  Commissioner  as 
he  may  require,  to  the  end  that  correct  information  shall  be  had 
as  to  the  amount  and  destination  of  such  traffic  and  that  it  may 
be  dealt  with  by  this  Association,  or  by  its  Executive  Commit- 
tee hereafter,  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

Article  XLYII. — That  all  Fast  Freight  Line  officers  and 
agents  operatir  g on  and  over  an  Association  road  are  hereby 
made  responsible  to  the  party  hereto  over  whose  road  its  traf- 
fic starts  initially  from  a forwarder  or  a connecting  line  not  a 
member  of  said  Fast  Freight  Line.  If  any  such  officer  or 
agent  makes  special  agreements  or  reduced  rates  which  directly 
or  indirectly  evade  or  impair  this  contract  or  the  established 
freight  tariffs,  classifications  or  rules,  no  party  hereto  will 
carry  out  such  agreements  unless  legally  compelled,  although 
such  officer  or  agent  was  authorized  in  his  acts  by  a connecting 
railroad.  The  offending  officers  or  agents  shall  in  such  cases 
be  dismissed  and  thereafter  denied  employment  by  any  party 
hereto. 

Article  XLYIII. — Not  to  contract  any  traffic  covered  here- 
by at  rates  guaranteed  for  any  fixed  period  of  time  beyond  that 
allowed  between  customary  notices  of  advances  and  the  dates 
such  advances  take  effect.  Nothing  in  this  clause  shall  pre- 
vent joint  action  to  establish  special  rates  on  specific  articles 
for  stated  periods,  or  special  fares  for  specific  travel  during 
limited  periods. 

Article  XLYIX. — Not  to  offer  any  inducements  to  forward- 
ers or  connecting  lines  to  transfer  their  freight  or  passenger 


16 


business  from  one  road  to  another  with  the  object  of  securing 
increased  percentages  or  for  any  other  purpose. 

To  jointly  and  severally  maintain  and  enforce  the  tariff  rates 
and  fares  and  the  freight  classifications  and  conditions  applica- 
ble thereto  and  the  passenger  rules  and  conditions  from  time 
to  time  authoritatively  promulgated.  No  two  or  more  local  or 
way  rates  or  fares  shall  in  any  case  be  less  than  an  established 
through  rate  or  fare.  If  it  be  claimed  that  any  local  ship- 
ments are  afterward  re-forwarded  eastwardly,  which  should  be 
included  in  any  traffic  division  of  this  agreement,  the  joint 
agent  at  each  contracted  point  shall  submit  the  facts  to  the  sub- 
committee for  its  action,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  to  the 
Commissioner  for  final  decision  as  to  the  inclusion  of  such 
business  in  the  accounts  of  tonnage  divided. 

Article  L. — Not  to  make  less  rates  from  any  initial  or 
connecting  point  to  any  point  of  reshipment  from  rail  to 
lakes  or  rivers  than  the  proportion  of  the  short  line  thereto  of 
the  established  gross  all-rail  rate  to  New  York,  no  New  York 
lighterage  being  deducted.  All  freight  carried  in  violation  of 
this  rule  shall  be  accounted  for  in  the  proper  division  if  one 
exists. 

Article  LI. — To  observe  the  official  classifications  and  to 
charge  actual  weights  on  all  shipments  except  when  official 
classifications  or  agreements  provide  for  estimated  weights, 
when  said  estimated  weights  shall  then  be  observed  and  main- 
tained. 

Article  LI I. — In  order  to  reduce  expenses,  the  parties 
hereto  will  cooperate  with  the  Trunk  Lines  to  limit  the  Fast 
Freight  or  cooperative  lines  to  the  lowest  number  consistent 
with  the  proper  conduct  of  the  business  and  the  due  conven- 
ience of  the  public. 

Article  LIII. — A weighing  association  shall  be  formed  at 
each  contract  point  to  be  composed  of  a representative  of  each 
road  party  to  the  agreement  at  said  point,  the  object  of  which 
shall  be  to  ascertain  and  insure  the  correct  weighing  and  way- 
billing of  all  freight  forwarded  from  or  received  at  such  con- 
tract point  by  the  roads  parties  to  the  agreement.  Each  road 
shall  weigh  such  freight  under  the  supervision  and  direction  of 
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the  agent  of  this  association  as  provided  by  the  organization 
of  such  association. 

The  Joint  Agents  shall  have  general  supervision  of  such 
weighing  and  shall  employ  such  men  as  they  may  find  neces- 
sary when  authorized  by  the  roads  in  interest. 

The  expenses  of  the  weighing  association  at  each  point  shall 
be  assessed  by  the  Joint  Agent  monthly  on  the  companies 
thereat  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  tons  weighed  and 
carried  by  each  road. 

PASSENGER  CONDITIONS. 

Article  LIY. — All  competitive  fares  coming  under  this 
agreement  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  or  failing  agrees 
ment  shall  be  such  as  may  be  temporarily  adjusted  by  the 
Commissioner  or  Assistant  Commissioner,  according  to  the 
terms  hereof,  or  such  a'S  may  be  decided  by  arbitration.  The 
fares  so  fixed  shall  be  published  in  joint  form  by  the  Assistant 
Commissioner,  and  shall  be  maintained  in  good  faith  by  the 
parties  hereto  until  changed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  hereof. 

Article  LV.- — Parties  hereto,  having  connections  or  routes 
for  passenger  traffic  which  are  not  covered  hereby,  but  which 
compete  for  like  traffic  against  routes  which  are  included 
herein  shall  not  take  any  measures  to  divert  traffic  to  such  out- 
side connections  or  routes,  but  shall  use  all  reasonable  and 
proper  means  to  protect  and  increase  the  aggregate  earnings 
to  be  divided  hereunder. 

Article  LYI. — Excluding  emigrant  traffic  a sum  equal  to 
the  constructive  gross  passenger  earnings  of  companies  or  lines 
parties  hereto,  accruing  in  both  directions  west  of  the  defined 
western  termini  of  the  Trunk  Lines,  and  all  points  hereinafter 
described  inclusive  and  computed  at  full  and  uniform  tariff 
fares,  shall  be  divided  between  the  parties  hereto  interested 
therein  in  the  proportions  which  may  be  agreed  upon,  or 
decided  by  arbitration.  Special  fares  for  special  occasions,  or 
traffic  may  be  authorized  by  the  association  or  by  the  passen- 
ger committee,  in  which  event  the  said  fares  shall  be  reported 
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for  division  at  the  special  charge  authorized,  except  that 
special  fares  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  traffic  to 
a particular  line,  shall  be  computed  at  full  tariff  in  the  division 
of  earnings  between  the  companies  or  lines  interested. 

Article  LVII. — The  passenger  business  to  be  thus  divided 
shall  be  that  which  is  carried  by  companies  or  lines,  parties 
to  this  agreement  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of 
Article  I,  and  Chicago  and  points  beyond  via  Chicago,  not 
included  in  any  other  division. 

Sec.  2.  Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of  Article 
I,  and  St.  Louis  and  points  beyond  via  St.  Louis,  not  included 
in  any  other  division. 

Sec.  3.  Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of  Article 
I,  and  Cincinnati  and  points  beyond  via  Cincinnati,  not 
included  in  any  other  division. 

Sec.  L Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of  Article 
I,  and  Louisville  and  points  beyond  via  Louisville,  not  included 
in  any  other  division. 

Sec.  5.  Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of  Article 
I,  and  Fort  Wayne,  LaFayette,  Indianapolis,  Logansport, 
Indiana ; Decatur,  Bloomington,  Peoria,  Illinois  ; and  points 
beyond,  via  either  of  these  points,  not  included  in  any  other 
division. 

Sec.  H.  Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of  Article 
I,  and  Cleveland,  Toledo,  Ohio ; Detroit,  Port  Huron,  Mich- 
igan ; and  points  beyond,  via  either  of  these  points,  not 
included  in  any  other  division. 

Sec.  7.  Between  the  termini  named  in  section  B of  Article 
I,  and  Columbus,  Springfield,  Dayton,  Ohio ; and  points 
beyond  via  either  of  these  points,  not  included  in  any  other 
division. 

Sec.  8.  All  passenger  traffic  which  passes  in  either  direction 
to,  from  or  through  Dunkirk,  Erie  or  Cleveland  to  or  from  any 
western  points  named  in  all  the  preceding  sections  of  this 
Article,  or  to  or  from  any  western  points  which  may  hereafter 
be  agreed  upon  under  section  1 of  this  Article,  and  which 
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traffic  is  competitive  with  any  other  route  of  any  other  party 
hereto,  shall  be  reported  to  and  included  in  a separate  division 
via  all  routes. 

Sec.  9.  Between  such  other  points  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

Article  LVIII. — Each  party  hereto,  party  to  the  said  or 
other  or  supplementary  agreements  for  the  division  of 
passenger  traffic,  shall  report  to  the  Commissioner  promptly 
after  the  close  of  each  month,  the  number  of  tickets  sold,  and 
the  amount  of  fares  collected,  which  should  be  accounted  for 
in  each  agreed  division.  He  shall  render  an  account  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  and  notify  the  interested  parties  of 
the  balances  due  to  or  from  each.  Three  days  after  such 
notice  he  will  draw  upon  the  parties  in  excess  at  one  day’s 
sight,  for  their  indebtedness,  in  favor  of  the  parties  in  deficit. 
Such  drafts  shall  be  promptly  honored.  Errors  may  be 
corrected  in  a succeeding  month,  and  settlements  shall  not  be 
delayed  on  that  account. 

Article  LIX. — So  far  as  practicable  the  traffics  and  fares 
agreed  to  be  thus  shared  shall  be  divided  between  the  parties 
hereto  in  such  proportion  as  will  enable  each  company  or  line 
to  earn  its  full  allotted  proportion  of  gross  receipts.  To  arrive 
thereat  the  parties  hereto  will  report  their  business  to  the 
Commissioner  as  fully  as  he  may  require. 

Article  LX. — Skction  1.  If  any  company  is  unable  to  earn 
any  allotted  proportion,  such  company  upon  application  to  the 
Commissioner,  may  be  by  him  authorized  to  use*  special  fares, 
in  such  manner  and  under  such  limitations  and  restrictions  as 
he  may  prescribe ; or  such  other  methods  may  be  adopted  by 
increase  of  fares  by  other  lines,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  from 
time  to  time  agreed,  or  the  Commissioner  may  in  his  discretion 
authorize  ; and  notice  of  any  such  authorization  shall  at  once 
be  given  to  all  the  members  of  this  committee.  Nothing  in 
this  contract  shall  authorize  the  Commissioner  or  Assistant 
Commissioner  to  advance  any  established  tariff  fares. 

Sec.  2.  All  concessions  in  fares  so  or  otherwise  authorized 
to  influence  the  currents  of  agreed  traffic  covered  hereby  shall 
be  subject  to  modification  or  discontinuance,  upon  five  days’ 


2o 


notice  from  the  Commissioner.  Such  action  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  be  subject  to  appeal  to  arbitration  but  to  be  binding 
until  the  decision  of  the  Arbitrator  or  Arbitrators  shall  have 
been  promulgated. 

Sec.  3.  No  company  or  line  shall  pay  any  commission  on 
fares  except  as  herein  provided,  make  any  reduced  fare,  pay 
any  rebate,  issue  free  passes  or  tickets,  or  adopt  special  trans- 
portation methods  for  particular  occasions  which  have  the 
effect  to  influence  the  through  passenger  business  in  any 
contract  for  division,  except  by  authority  of  the  Assistant 
Commissioner,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
the  agreements  for  division  or  the  passenger  rules. 

Article  LXI. — Until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Association, 
a line  parallel  with  the  Missouri  river  is  hereby  designated, 
extending  from  Chicago,  111.,  via  the  line  of  the  Louisville, 
New  Albany  & Chicago  Railway  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and 
an  air  line  from  Indianapolis  through  Mitchell,  Ind.,  to 
Boston,  Ind.,  being  approximately  488  miles  from  the  Missouri 
river  (same  distance  as  is  Chicago  from  the  Missouri  river). 
Roads  west  of  this  line  may,  at  their  option,  pay  a commission 
which  will  equal  any  commission  paid  by  parallel  lines  outside 
of  this  committee’s  territory  or  jurisdiction  for  a corresponding 
distance  west  of  said  line ; but  the  parties  hereto  will 
co-operate  to  discontinue  the  same,  and  further  agree  that  they 
will  not  permit  any  of  their  agents  to  receive  commissions, 
and  that  all  systems  of  paying  commissions  for  sale  of 
passenger  tickets  or  securing  passenger  traffic,  shall  be 
abolished  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Article  LXII. — No  fares  shall  be  made  by  any  line  from 
any  territoiy  adjacent  to  points  agreed  upon  for  division, 
which  shall  have  the  effect  to  reduce  the  agreed  fares  from 
points  of  division;  provided  that  if  any  company  or  line 
shall  require  a reduced  fare  or  differential  from  adjacent 
territory,  the  Commissioner  shall  decide  whether  the  fare  thus 
established  has  the  effect  to  divert  business  from  such  point, 
and  upon  his  decision  that  it  has  that  effect,  the  fare  shall  be 
modified  or  withdrawn,  as  he  may  direct.  The  business  from 
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such  points  shall  be  reported  as  the  Commissioner  may  require, 
and  be  subject  to  his  check. 

Article  LXIII. — No  agencies  for  the  sale  of  tickets  shall  be 
maintained  or  encouraged,  directly  or  indirectly,  at  any  Asso- 
ciation point  covered  by  an  agreement  for  distribution  of  pas- 
senger traffic  or  the  maintenance  of  fares,  except  such  as  are 
controlled  by  railroad  companies,  or  lines  parties  hereto,  and 
no  ticket. shall  be  sold  by  such  agencies,  save  the  proper  issue 
of  the  company  or  companies  to  which  the  agencies  belong, 
unless  otherwise  provided  for  by  agreement  between  all  the 
parties  interested  in  the  traffic  of  any  particular  territory  or 
place.  Lists  of  all  authorized  agencies  for  the  sale  of  tickets 
covered  by  this  rule,  and  the  charges  thereon,  shall  be  filed  with 
the  Commissioner,  and  if  a ticket  is  purchased  from  a broker 
or  scalping  office  at  less  than  tariff  rates  the  road  over  which  it 
is  issued  from  such  point  shall  be  liable  therefor. 

Article  LX1V. — Section  1.  The  Assistant  Commissioner 
may  purchase  or  redeem  any  or  all  forms  of  passenger  trans- 
portation he  may  see  fit,  at  not  exceeding  tariff' fares,  unless  it 
is  agreed  that  certain  forms  or  issues  shall  not  be  redeemed. 

All  such  purchases  shall  be  redeemed  promptly  upon  pres- 
entation to  the  company  or  line  by  which  or  for  whose  account 
they  were  issued,  and  at  fares  not  exceeding  tariff. 

Sec.  2.  The  Assistant  Commissioner  shall  be  provided  with 
adequate  funds  for  the  said  purchases,  said  funds  to  be  provided 
by  the  roads  leading  from  each  point  by  equal  contributions 
of  the  parties  to  such  agreements,  and  to  such  amount  as  may 
be  from  time  to  time  determined  by  this  Committee  to  be 
necessary. 

Article  LXV. — Section  1.  Suitable  penalties  may  be  fixed 
by  the  Passenger  Committee  for  infractions  of  its  rules  or 
agreements.  The  offending  company  or  line  shall  be  furnished 
a copy  of  the  complaint  by  the  party  making  the  same,  and 
shall  be  allowed  a reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  fifteen  days, 
to  answer  such  complaint.  The  facts  shalLbe  submitted  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  to  the  Passenger  Committee  for  its 
action.  If  the  Committee  (except  the  accused  party)  unani- 
mously agree,,  their  decision  shall  be  accepted;  otherwise  the 
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complaint,  vvitl\  the  facts  and  arguments,  shall  be  referred  to 
the  Commissioner  for  final  decision.  Such  penalties  shall  be 
remitted  in  case  the  agent  responsible  for  the  violation  is  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  company  or  line,  in  which  case 
he  shall  not  be  again  employed  by  any  company  or  line,  party 
hereto,  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Passenger  Com- 
mittee. 

Sec.  2.  The  money  received  from  fines  shall  be  applied  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Passenger  Committee,  and  shall 
be  secured  by  special  draft  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner  upon 
the  company  or  line  in  fault,  which  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  the  papers  covering  the  complaint,  the  answer  and  the 
decision,  and  such  drafts  shall  be  promptly  honored. 

Article  LXVI. — In  the  transaction  or  exchange  of  passen- 
ger business  with  other  companies  or  lines,  the  parties  hereto 
distinctly  reserve  the  right  to  define  the  terms  under  which 
they  will  act  as  their  agents  or  permit  said  other  companies  or 
lines  to  act  for  them.  Companies  or  lines  interchanging  pas- 
senger traffic  with  parties  hereto,  and  ascertained  to  be  making 
fares  or  paying  commissions,  or  taking  other  action  inconsist- 
ent with  the  rules  of  this  Association,  shall  be  advised  of  such 
rules  and  requested  to  conform  to  them.  Failing  to  respond 
or  act  upon  such  request,  the  parties  hereto  will  protect  each 
other  upon  the  request  of  two-thirds  of  the  parties  directly 
interested,  by  the  joint  and  prompt  withdrawal  of  all  joint 
through  tickets  and  baggage  checks,  and  decline  participation 
in  the  Same  by  through  divisions  or  the  running  of  through 
cars,  unless  prevented  from  so  doing  by  contracts  of  date  prior 
hereto,  or  relations  to  proprietary  or  connecting  trunk  lines. 

ORGANIZATION. 

To  facilitate  the  business  of  this  association  the  following 
organization  is  provided  : 

Article  LXYII. — The  association  shall  be  governed  by  a 
board  of  managers,  to  consist  of  the  president  or  managing 
officer,  or  an  authorized  representative,  of  each  party  hereto. 
They  shall  authorize  and  determine  all  measures  necessary 
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hereto,  and  the  agreements  for  traffic  divisions  and  other  pur- 
poses to  be  made  in  pursuance  hereof.  Three-fifths  of  the 
representatives  of  the  signers  hereto  shall  constitute  a quorum 
at  all  general  meetings  of  the  association,  but  a majority  of 
each  committee  shall  be  a quorum  thereof.  A.  majority  vote 
of  the  managers  shall  decide  except  as  to  revenue  questions 
which  shall  require  a unanimous  vote  to  secure  adoption. 
This  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  that  unanimous  action 
shall  be  had  before  adopting  measures  necessary  t<>  protect  the 
parties  hereto  against  companies  that  evade  or  violate  the  pro- 
visions hereof;  and  in  any  committee  a majority  vote  will 
decide  whether  needful  to  make  reports  or  carry  amendments. 

Article  LXYIII. — The  managers  shall  meet  at  such  stated 
times  as  they  may  agree  upon,  or  upon  the  written  request  of 
any  five  parties  hereto,  addressed  to  the  Commissioner,  or 
whenever  deemed  necessary  by  the  Commissioner. 

Article  LXIX. — Joint  measures  upon  which  the  managers 
cannot  agree  after  full  consideration  shall  be  finally  decided  by 
arbitration  in  manner  herein  above  more  fully  specified. 

Article  LXX. — Should  questions  arise  before  the  managers 
which  require  immediate  decision,  and  upon  which  its  mem. 
bers  cannot  agree,  the  Commissioner  shall,  at  the  request  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  make  a temporary 
decision  subject  to  arbitration  as  herein  provided. 

Article  LXXI. — The  managers  may  appoint,  an  Executive 
Committee.  It  shall  also  appoint  a Freight  Committee  and  a 
Passenger  Committee,  and  other  Committees  to  be  respectively 
instructed  and  charged  with  carrying  out  in  detail  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  managei  s within  their  respective  departments. 

Article  LXXII.— A secretary  to  the  managers  and  the 
Commissioner  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  subject 
to  approval.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  secretary  to  cause 
records  to  be  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various  meetings 
and  committees,  and  to  perform  such  other  services  as  may  be 
assigned  to  him. 

Article  LXXIII. — The  executive  officer  of  the  managers 
shall  be  a Commissioner,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  them  and 
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to  act  as  their  chairman.  He  shall  also  act  as  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  be  ex-officio  a member  of  all  regular 
committees.  He  shall  be  assisted  by  such  employes  as  may 
be  necessary.  He  is  authorized  to  employ  the  force  and  incur 
the  expense  requisite  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties. 
He  shall  supervise  the  expenses  of  the  association.  The  asso- 
ciation shall  approve  his  appointees  and  their  salaries  and  ex- 
penses. The  general  office  of  the  association  and  the  Com- 
missioner shall  be  at  Chicago. 

Article  LXXIY. — In  case  of  disagreement  regarding  the 
construction  of  any  part  of  this  agreement,  or  as  to  carrying  the 
same  into  effect,  the  Commissioner  shall  have  authority  to  con- 
strue the  contracts  and  rules  of  the  association  and  all  resolu- 
tions that  may  be  adopted,  and  his  decision  shall  be  binding 
on  each  member  until  reversed  by  the  Executive  Committee  or 
the  association,  or  by  arbitration. 

Article  LXXY. — The  Commissioner  shall  have  the  right, 
personally  or  by  his  duly  appointed  deputy  at  any  time 
during  business  hours  to  examine  and  make  transcripts  of  any 
and  all  freight  and  passenger  books,  records  and  papers  what- 
soever of  any  or  a, 11  the  parties  hereto,  relating  to  all  traffics 
coming  under  or  affecting  this  agreement ; and  each  and  all  the 
parties  hereto  hereby  agree  to  permit  and  aid  said  examinations 
and  transcripts. 

Article  LXXYL — The  Commissioner  or  Arbitrator  may 
require  that  any  information  called  for  by  this  contract  shall 
be  verified  under  oath. 

Article  LXXVII. — Whenever  the  Commissioner  considers 
the  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  the  belief  that  a cut  in  rates 
exists,  he  may  order  freight  diverted. 

Article  LXXYIII. — If  any  manager  or  member  of  the 
freight  or  passenger  committee  desires  to  examine,  or  have 
access  to  the  reports,  statements,  accounts  and  correspondence 
of  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  relating  to  the  business  of 
this  committee,  the  Commissioner  may  require  the  assent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  committee  before  granting 
such  request.  This  shall  not  be  construed  to  warrant  the 
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removal  from  the  Commissioner’s  office  of  any  books  or 
papers,  or  as  limiting  his  discretion  in  the  use  of  said  records. 

Article  LXXIX. — The  Commissioner  may  appoint  the 
Joint  Agents  at  the  contract  points,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
all  the  constituent  parties  to  each  division. 

COMMITTEES. 

Article  LXXX. — Should  any  road  be  unrepresented  at  a 
called  meeting  of  any  Committee,  and  immediate  action  be  ne- 
cessary upon  any  subject  presented,  the  Commissioner  is  author- 
ized to  vote  for  absentees,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Commit- 
tee are  represented  thereat,  and  such  action  of  the  Commis- 
sioner shall  bind  the  absentees  he  thus  represents  until  revoked 
at  the  next  subsequent  meeting  when  the  roads  are  represented. 
If  the  Commissioner’s  action  is  revoked  it  shall  be  done  at  the 
first  meeting  thereafter  which  is  attended  by  former  absentees, 
otherwise  the  same  shall  stand. 

Article  LXXXI  —As  to  questions  of  order  and  procedure 
in  Committees,  not  provided  for  herein,  the  several  com- 
mittees may  adopt  rules  not  in  conflict  herewith. 

The  members  of  all  committees  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  act  as  such  upon  all  questions  within  the  juris- 
diction of  their  several  offices  in  the  Railways  they  represent 
and  no  representative  of  any  party  hereto  shall  be  a member 
of  a committee,  who  has  not  such  authority  to  act  in  order  that 
all  business  within  the  purview  of  committees  shall  be  acted 
upon  promptly  and  finally  under  their  rules. 

Article  LXXXI L — The  objects  for  which  all  committees  are 
convened  shall  be  stated  in  the  calls  for  meetings,  but  this 
shall  not  prevent  consideration  and  action  upon  any  other  busi- 
ness at  the  same  meeting,  by  unanimous  consent,  in  which 
event  the  Chairman  is  authorized  to  act  for  absentees.  In 
fixing  dates  for  called  meetings  the  wishes  of  the  parties  con- 
vened shall  be  consulted. 

Article  LXXXIII. — In  all  committees  a majority  vote  will 
decide  motions  needful  to  make  reports  or  carry  amendments. 


Article  LXXXIV.  — No  member  of  any  committee  shall 
vote  on  any  question  affecting  traffic  in  which  the  line  he  rep- 
resents has  no  share  under  this  agreement. 

Article  LXXXV.  Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  all  com- 
mittees shall  be  furnished  to  members  thereof  promptly  after 
the  adjournment  of  each  meeting,  which  proceedings  shall  be 
carefully  examined  and  the  Commissioner  promptly  notified  of 
any  corrections  or  changes  required.  Unless  such  notices  are 
sent  within  a week  after  the  receipt  of  the  proceedings  it  shall 
be  presumed  that  they  stand  approved. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Article  LXXXVI. — An  Executive  Committee  of  twelve 
members  shall  be  elected  by  the  Association  in  each  December 
to  serve  during  the  calendar  year  next  following.  Vacancies  in 
ssAd  committee  shall  be  filled  at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Managers,  but  the  Commissioner  may  make  interim  appoint- 
ments to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Article  LXXXVII. — The  Executive  Committee  is  em- 
powered to  act  in  meeting  or  by  correspondence  for  the  Asso- 
ciation in  all  departments  and  matters  pertaining  to  its  inter- 
ests, such  action  to  remain  in  effect  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Association,  when  it  shall  approve,  modify  or  reverse  the 
action  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  constitute  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee, and  examine  and  approve  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 
salaries  and  expenses  submitted  by  the  Commissioner. 

JOINT  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Article  LXXXVIII. — To  further  facilitate  the  prompt  and 
harmonious  transaction  of  business  between  the  parties  hereto 
and  the  Trunk  Lines,  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  organi- 
zation, and  the  Trunk  Line  Executive  Committee,  shall  consti- 
tute the  Joint  Executive  Committee.  It  shall  be  its  duty  to 
agree  upon  through  rates  and  through  fares,  and  their  division, 


and  to  make  the  rules  and  regulations  affecting  the  joint  traffic 
necessary  to  secure  uniformity  and  stability. 

Article  LXXXIX. — The  chairman  of  the  Trunk  Line  Execu- 
tive Committee  shall  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Executive 
Committee ; but  said  Joint  Executive  Committee  may  make 
such  additional  organization  as  it  may  deem  desirable  to  carry 
out  its  objects. 

Article  XC. — The  Joint  Executive  Committee  shall  appoint 
the  following  sub-committees  : An  East  Bound  Freight  Classi- 
fication Committee  ; Cotton  Rate  Committee ; Tobacco  Rate 
Committee  ; Percentage  Committee  ; Passenger  Committee  and 
such  other  committees  as  may  be  considered  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  proper  and  accurate  transaction  of  business. 

Article  XCI. — If  the  Joint  Executive  Committee  cannot 
agree  upon  joint  rates  or  fares,  or  upon  rules  or  regulations 
affecting  them,  or  upon  the  divisions  of  rates  and  fares  with 
common  connections  of  two  or  more  parties  hereto  with  two 
or  more  Trunk  Lines,  the  Trunk  Line  Executive  Committee 
shall  decide  the  questions  under  its  rules  after  hearing  the 
arguments  of  the  parties  interested. 


FREIGHT  AND  PASSENGER  COMMITTEES. 

Article  XCII. — The  transaction  of  the  freight  and  passen- 
ger business  of  this  Association  shall  be  delegated  to  the  gen- 
eral passenger  or  ticket  agents,  and  the  general  freight  agents 
of  the  parties  hereto,  to  the  extent  they  are  intrusted  with  the 
same  duties  in  the  same  departments  of  their  companies. 
Their  action  is  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Managers  in  reg- 
ular meetings  of  this  Association.  They  shall  constitute  com- 
mittees to  be  called  the  Freight  Committee  and  the  Passenger 
Committee. 

Article  XCIII.  — Companies  or  lines  that  are  not  members 
of  the  Central  Traffic  Association  may  become  members  of  this 
committee,  and  such  companies  or  lines  shall  be  asked  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  expenses  of  this  committee  only  so  far  as  they 
are  interested  in  the  traffic. 


28 


Article  XCIV. — The  Commissioner  shall  be  chairman  of 
the  Freight  Committee  and  the  Assistant  Commissioner  in 
charge  of  the  passenger  department  shall  be  the  chairman  of 
the  Passenger  Committee.  The  committees  shall  designate 
the'  secretaries  of  their  meetings. 

Article  XCY. — They  may  appoint  and  organize  sub-pas- 
senger committees  at  such  points  and  for  such  purposes  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of  said  busi- 
ness and  the  purposes  of  this  agreement.  At  the  cities  where 
there  are  joint  agents  such  joint  agents  shall  act  as  chairmen 
of  any  local  freight  and  passenger  committees  appointed  or 
organized  thereat,  and  shall  preserve  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Article  XCVI. — The  Freight  and  Passenger  Committees 
may  appoint  sub-committees  for  special  purposes  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  transaction  of  business. 

Article  XCVII. — Should  any  question  arise  in  the  said 
committees  which  requires  an  immediate  decision,  and  upon 
which  the  members  thereof  cannot  agree,  the  Commissioner 
shall,  at  the  request  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee so  desiring  make  a temporary  decision,  which  decision 
shall  be  promptly  communicated  to  the  managers  of  this  asso- 
ciation, who,  being  unable  to  agree,  the  question  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  arbitration  as  herein  provided. 

Article  XCV1II. — Pending  action  by  the  Passenger  Com- 
mittees, or  either  of  them  upon  any  complaint  presented,  the 
complaining  party  shall  not  meet  any  alleged  reductions  in 
fares  or  irregular  action,  or  take  any  separate  action  whatso- 
ever in  violation  of  this  contract,  but  all  action  necessary  to 
protect  the  parties  hereto,  and  their  connections,  shall  be  taken 
jointly  in  the  manner  herein  provided. 

Article  XCIX. — All  reports  or  statements  authorized  by 
the  committees,  or  by  any  agreement  for  division  of  busi- 
ness between  the  members  or  any  of  them,  of  either  committee, 
shall  be  made  to  the  Commissioner  in  accordance  with  his 
detailed  directions;  and  the  correctness  of  such  reports  and 
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statements  shall  be  certified  by  the  auditor  or  accounting  officer 
of  each  line  or  company,  in  such  form  as  he  may  require. 

This  contract  shall  take  effect  as  of  the  First  day  of  January, 
1886,  and  continue  in  full  force  until  December  31,  1886, 
and  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  terminated  as  herein 
provided.  Any  party  hereto  may"  withdraw  therefrom  by 
giving  three  months’  prior  notice  in  writing  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  such  desire,  provided  such  notice  expires  on  the  31st 
day  of  any  December,  but  the  withdrawal  of  any  party  shall  not 
necessarily  terminate  the  contract,  which,  unless  otherwise 
agreed,  shall  remain  binding  upon  the  other  now  contracting 
companies. 
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